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Tiiis report is the international preiiminary examination report, establisfied by tills International Preliminary Examining 
Authority under Article 35 and transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

This REPORT consists of a total of 5 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 

a □ sent to the applicant and to the Intemationai Bureau) a total of sheets* as follows: 

□ sheets of the description, claims andA^r drawings which have been amended and are the basis of this report 
andbr sheets containing rectifications authorized by this Authority (see Rule 70 . 1 6 and Section 607 of the 
Administrative Instructions) 

□ sheets which supersede earlier sheets, but which this Authority considers contain an amendment that goes 
beyond the disclosure in the international application as filed, as indicated in Item 4 of Box No. t and the 
Supplemental Box. 



(sent to the Intemationai Bureau only) a total of (indicate type and number of electronic carrier(s)) , containing a 
sequence listing andA^r tables related thereto, in celectronlc form only, as indicated In the Supplemental Box 
Relating to Sequence Listing (see Section 802 of the Administrative Instructions). 
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Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability: citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

El Box No. Vlt Certain defects In the international application 

□ Box No. VIII Certain observations on the international application 
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Box No> I Basis of the report 

With regard to the language, this report Is based on the international application in the language in which it was 
filed, unless othen^^ise indicated under this item. 

□ This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language , 
which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 andybr 55.3) 

With regard to the elements* of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which 
have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report): 



Description, Pages 

1 -9 as originally filed 
Claims, Numbers 

1 -45 as originally filed 
Drawings, Sheets 

1/4-4M as originally filed 

□ a sequence listing and/br any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

□ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any tabfe(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

□ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below 
had not been made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the 
Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 

applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


18-21,31-45 




No: 


Claims 


1-17.22-30 


Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 






No: 


Claims 


1-45 


Industrial applicability (lA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-45 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 



Box No, VII Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the fomri or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or Industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 . US-4.244.287 (D1 ) discloses a method for the volume reduction of a sludge, i.e. a 
solid/liquid dispersion, comprising the following steps: 

(a) providing a receptacle comprising at least one penneable or seml-pemieable 
membrane (cf col. 6, II. 38-43); 

(b) introducing said solid/liquid dispersion into said receptacle; and 

(c) applying a mechanical force so as to substantially expel said liquid and compact 
the solid residue. 

The application of said mechanical force comprises the application of pressure to 
said solid/liquid dispersion or suspension by means of at least one solid mechanical 
member, which can be a piston cf col, 7, II. 14-16) or an inflatable bag (cf col. 7, II. 
41-44). As the pressure exerted on the slurry should be the lowest at the starting of 
the compression, the magnitude of said pressure must be increased during the 
process. 

D1 appears to disclose all the features of the method of claim 1 (Art. 33(2) PCT). 

2. The additional technical features of dependent claims 2-45 do not seem to be new 
(Art. 33(2) PCT and/or inventive over D1 : 

From the discussion above, it also appears that D1 discloses the additional technical 
features of dependent claims 2-4 (Art. 33(2) PCT). To apply the method of D1 to a 
slurry generated in the nuclear industry should be straightfonvard for the skilled 
person, i.e. should not be inventive (Art. 33(3) PCT). 

It should also be noticed that In the present technical field to pressurize a slurry with 
piston in a cylinder or with an inflatable bag seem to be well-known alternatives, the 
subject-matter of claims 15 and 22 are not new over D1 (Art, 33(3) PCT). 

To compact a receptacle containing dewatered waste material from the nuclear 
industry seems to be known from DE-C-1 951 3846 (D2) and WO-97/13254 (D3). No 
inventiveness can be seen in the methods of dependent claims 37-45 (Art. 33(2) 
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PCT. 

FR-A-884894 (D4) discloses a method for pressure filtration of a sludge (of page 2, II. 
1-3) wherein the sludge is placed inside a receptacle and subsequently compressed 
by means of an inflatable bag. D4 should be novelty destroying for the subject-matter 
of claims 1-4,6-17 and 30 (Art. 33(3) PCT). 

US-A-5.227.060 (D5) discloses a method of filtering liquid of a radioactive slurry, e.g. 
generated in nuclear reactor power plants (cf col. 1, II. 10-20). In D5 the slurry is* 
squeezed by applying a vacuum, i.e. a pressure difference. A non-porous membrane 
280 (cf figure 1) compresses the water from the slurry, the water passing the filters 
300 and 310. D5 should also be novelty destroying for the subject-matter of claims 1 - 
8 (Art. 33(2) PCT. 



Re Item VII 

Certain defects In the international application 

1 . No prior art documents is cited in the application (Rule 5. 1 (a)(ii) PCT). 

2. The claims should be provided with reference signs (Rule 6.2(b) PCT). 
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